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26 

Beloved, think it not e concern- 5 

ing the fiery trial, which is to try 
you, as though ſome ſtrange thing 
happened unto you: 

But rejoice, in as much as ye are par- 
takers of Chrift's ſufferings ; that 
when His glory ſhall be revealed, ye 

may be glad alſo with exceeding joy. 

If ye be reproached for the name of 
Chrift, happy are ye; for the Spi- 
rit of glory and of God nb on 
Jo: on their part he is evil ſpo- 
ken of, but on your part he is mY 
fied. 

But let none of you ſu Her as 4 mur- 
derer, or as 4 thief, or as an ewil- 
deer, or as a buſy-body in other 

mens matters. 

Vet if any man ſuffer as a Chriſtian, 
tet him not be aſhamed; but fet him | 
glorify God on this behalf. 8 

— * 
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For the time is come, that judgment 


e e a the r God: 


and if it firſt begin at us, what 
ſpall the end be of them that obey 
not the goſpel of God? 
And if the righteons frarceh be foed, 
where ſhall the ungodly and the 


inner appear? 


Wherefore let them that ſuffer according 


to. the will of God, commit the keef- 
ing of their ſouls to him in well. 
is as unto a faithful creator. 


= 0 be freed from chains and fer- 
ters; to have all odious and diſ- 
honourable marks of diſtinction 
taken off; to be reſtored to our 


pick privileges, and to our natural and civil 


rights, and be fer on an equal foot with our 


. fellow-ſubjects ; ; fo be in a capacity to ſerve 
one's native country, in the intereſt of re- 


ligion, without any clogs or ſnares to our 
conſciences, when the wiſdom of gur gover- 


nors ſhall ſee fit to call us to ſuch difficult, 


tho honourable, ſervices, is, moſt certainly, 


very deſirable: and no one, 'of comman in- 


uity, can blame thoſe: that have long ſuf: 
er d under ſuch incapacities, and badges of 


| diſhonour, for moving for a redreſs. of their 


grievances ; 


ſo much coneern'd in the buſineſs. 


13 
grievances; provided it be done with de- 
cency, and in a proper ſeaſon: eſpecially 
when it is alſo conſider' d, that the intereſt 
of religion, and a reformation of manners, 
and the honour of the great Redeemer, are 


But after this has been done, as far as the 
prudence of many wiſe men has judged it, 
at this time, proper; and yet without the 
deſired effect, and we are ſtill left to ſuffer 
under the complain'd of hardſhips, what is our 
duty ? what is incumbent on chriſtian ſufferers, 
who profeſs a nearneſs and a conformity to 
Jeſus, and to have all cheir hopes and deſires 
carried out to the things of another life and 
world? here we need not be at a loſs. The 
goſpel is full of ſuitable and proper direc- 
tions, and contains molt excellent inſtructions 
how to behave in ſo difficult a juncture: but 
none, that I can at preſent think of, more 
ſeaſonable than what are offer'd us in this 
text. . 

This great apoſtle, being converted and re- 
covered from his fall, was deſirous, according 
to the command of his Lord, * fo frengtben 
His brethren, and therefore wrote from Baby- 
lon in Egypt, to the chriſtian converts of that 
day, ſcatter d abroad thro' many countries, 
and living as ſtrangers amongſt heathens who 
reproached and perſecuted them, to encourage 


Lake 22. 32. 
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and comfort them under their ſufferings, and 
to exhort them to conſtancy- and a behaviour 
ſuitable to their profeſſion. And amongſt all 
the exhortations of this kind contained in 


this epiſtle, I find none more full, more 


pathetick, or more forceable, than theſe I have : 
now read to you. 


Some of the ſame things he has ſpoken be- 


fore in the preceding chapter, ſaying, ® And 
10550 15 he that will harm you, if ye be followers 


of that which is good? But, and if you ſu ger 


or righteouſneſs ſake, happy are ye, and be not 


afraid of their terror, neither be troubled ; 
but ſanttify the Lord God in your hearts ; 


and be ready always to give an anſwer to eve- 


ry man that asketh you a reaſon of the hope 
that is in you, with meekneſs and fear: Hau- 


ing a good conſcience; that whereas they ſpeak 


evil of you, as of evil. bers, they may be a- 


ſhamed that falſiy accuſe your good converſation 


in Chriſt. For it is better, if the will of God 
be ſo, that ye ſuffer for well doing, than for 


evil doing. But here, in the text, he is mote 


large in his exhortations, and uſeth a greater 
variety, and a greater force in the arguments, 


with which he Feine them. Aud, 


1. He begins with an affectionate and moſt 


endearing compellation, expreſſive of the 
higheſt eſteem of them, and the moſt tender 


* Ver. „ 


regard 


: 7] os 
regard for their welfare; Beloved: a title 
more frequent in addrefling, and better un- 


derſtood amongſt Chriſtians in thoſe earlier and 


better days of fimplicity, and pure chriſ- 


tianity, than in our days of ceremony and 
compliment; and carrying in it the great 


| ſhare they were believed to have in the love 


of their maker , as well as the high place 


they held in the ſpeaker's heart. 


2. He puts them in mind of their preſent 


afflicted condition, not with a deſign to en- 


flame their paſſions, or ſtir them up to reſent- 


ments, but to excite them to make a right, 


7. e. a religious uſe of their ſharp and ſevere 
trials, which they ſuffered for 
And therefore, a 


3. He patherically exholWW 


hem to a,chri- 
ſtian and becoming carriage, Mer their pre- 


ſent difficulties and trials. As, not to think 


ſtrange at any ſufferings, that might be brought 


upon them by the ill-will of their enemies. 
But, Yo rejoice in them. To take heed that they 


gave no juſt occaſion to their adverſaries, to pu- 
niſb them as evil-doers and buſy-bodies. Not to 


be aſhamed of ſuffering for the ſake of Chriſt, 


but rather to glorify God on that behalf. And, 


Alngghty's care: And then, 


See Rom. 1. 7. and 2 Theſſ. 2. 13. 


Jeſus's ſake. 
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4. He excites them to ſuch 4 behaviour, 
by a variety of ſtrong and perſuaſive argu- 


ments, drawn from their condition in life; 
their relation to Jeſus ; their concern for his 
honour ; their own peace and happineſs ; 


and the faichfulneſs of that God to whoſe 
care they had commired themſelves 
But I deſign, by God's leave and help, to 
ſpeak to theſe words in a practical applicatory 


way; in an addreſs to you as Chriſtians and Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters. And may the divine Spirit 


reap ſaving and eternal benefit to our ſouls. 


My brethren, as I have great reaſon to 
hope concemmltiſfnany of you, that you are 


lo I can aſſure you, that 
you have alegWerable place in my heart, 
and my ſou" 
you is, that 2 may be ſaved. And in or- 


beloved of Gg 300 


der to help forward this ſalvation, I purpoſe 


at this time, 5 = 
To ſet before you ſome of thoſe trials, re- 


deſire and prayer to God for 


of light and truth ſo enlighten and aſſiſt, both 
me and you, that God may be glorified, and we 


proaches and ſufferings, that are likely to come 


upon you for your ſtriet adherence to the 


cauſe and intereſt of Jeſus: 
To acquaint you with the behaviour that 
is incumbent on you, and expected frc 
in ſuch difficult and trying circumftancel* 
And then to excite you to ſuch a becoming 


deportment, by the moſt forceabls and per- 
"7 SH RAD ce luaſive 


Nou, 


i worl 


(9) 
ſuaſive arguments. And in doing theſe things, 
I would keep within the bounds which this 
text — to us. 


I. As you are men, as you are Chriſtians, 
but eſpecially as you are Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
profeſſing an hearty concern for the honour 
of your Lord, for the purity of his inſtitu- 
tions, and the ſimplicity of his worſhip, 
you muſt expect to meet with reproaches, 
3 and trials for Jeſus's ſake. 


What was here wrote by an inſpired apoſtle 
to the Chriſtians of that day, was deſign d by 
God to be inſtructive and uſeful to good 
men, the ſincere worſhipers of Jeſus, in all the 

future ages of the church; and may with pro- 
priety be applied to thoſe, whoſe character it 
is, that they are ſtrangers and ſojourners here, 
and are not of the world, nor conformed to 
; but having embraced the faith of Chriſt 
= an open and honourable profeſſion of ir, 
and endeavour in their lives to adorn it, keep- 
ing cloſe to that pure worſhip of his which 
he has inſtituted, without the impure mixtures 
of men's deviſing. For perſons of this cha- 
racter can ſcarcely fail of meeting with cen- 
| ſures, reproaches, and many other trials from 
that lieth in wickedneſs, that hateth 
Jeſus Himſelf, and therefore is not likely to be 
more favourable to his ſtricteſt tollowers. 


B Thus 
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Thus the bleſſed ſon of God told his diſ- 
ciples whilſt preſent with them, * becauſe ye 
are not of the world — therefore the world hateth 
you. The ſervant is not greater than the lord. 


And, , they have perſecuted me, they will alſo 


perſecute you. And again, in the world ye 
fall have tribulation. 


And the apoſtles of our Lord conſtantly 
preached the fame doctrine. St. Paul told 
the chriſtians wherever he came, I that they 
muſt thro) much tribulation enter into the king- 
dom of God. And || that all that would live 
godly in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhould ſuffer perſecution. 

And our apoſtle tells theſe chriſtians **, 


that if they refuſed to run with others into the 


fame exceſs of riot, they would be reproached for 
it. And then in the text ſpeaks + of a fiery 
trial which was to try them; of being reproach- 
ed for the name of Chriſt ; and of ſuffering 
as chriſtians and according to the will of Gad. 
And are not good men, the faithful fol- 
lowers of Jeſus, liable to the ſame trials in 
every age ? How juſtly then may you look for 
them? If by 44 the fiery trial, we do not 


underſtand, ſtrictly, a trial by fire, but, ac- 


cording to moſt interpreters, any ſharp, ſe- 


vere and painful trial; there is nothing ſpo- 


ken here that is uncommon, or may not be 
Jes 16.19, 2% 4 Ver: 16 33 Üꝗé—I . 


$2 140: ++ Ver. 12, 14, 16, 19. 
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CF) 
expected by all thoſe that love Jeſus, and de- 
fire a conformity to him. 
Lou ſee then that the chriſtian religion is 
not the way to worldly honour and great- 
neſs. What the almighty may, in his holy 
and wiſe providence, raiſe ſome religious per- 
ſons to, is not the point in queſtion ; but 


what the greateſt part of chriſtians have 


ground to expect. And that is hatred, re- 
proach and perſecution. The way to that 
glorious crown Jeſus has promiſed to his fol- 
lowers, is by the croſs, which they muſt take 


up and bear after him, whoever hope to ar- 


rive at that happy world where he is. His 
kingdom is not of this world, neither are 
the honours, privileges or rewards of it, of 
a worldly nature; but of a ſpiritual kind, 
and conſiſtent, and oft inter woven with re- 
proaches and ſufferings. Taunts and cruel 
mockings; invidious marks of infamy; fines 
and impriſonments, are the honours and pri- 
vileges you are to look for in this world: 
if you will be chriſtians, the friends and diſ- 
ciples of the holy and ſelf-denying Jeſus; 
if you will adhere to his deſpiſed intereſt, and 
keep cloſe to his pure and unadorned wor- 
ſhip: your honours and rewards are reſerved 
for the other ſtate. Here you are ſtrangers 
and pilgrims amongſt an inhoſpitable people 
that wonder at you. You are ſeeking another 
country, but muſt paſs thro' the valley of 
| Baca to it; where ſorrows muſt be your 
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( 12 ) 


meat, and tears your drink, and repentance your 


phyſick, and patience your exerciſe, and faith 


your ſupport, and hope your guide, until you 
arrive at Immanuel's land, when all tears ſhall 


be wiped from your eyes, and your joy ſhall 
. | 


— 


But having given you this brief repreſenta- 
tion of the ſufferings you are to look for, if 
you would be Chriſtians, I proceed 


II. To exhort to a becoming carriage un- 
der ſuch difficulties; or to acquaint you what 
behaviour 1s incumbent on you, and may 


be expected from you, in ſuch trying circum- 


— 


No ſtate of life here is without its temp- 
tations. Hath a proſperous ſtate temptations 
peculiar to it? ſo hath an affficted one. And 
good men wear the ſame common nature 
with other men, which by ſin is ſadly cor- 
rupted. And tho divine grace makes a great 
and happy change in them, yet there are 
the ſad remains of ſin in them ſtill, which 
they will be conſtantly warring againſt, while 


on this ſide the grave. Therefore leſt the 


friends of Jeſus when under oppreflions, and 

ſuffering unreaſonable hardſhips, ſhould give 
a looſe to their paſſions, and purſue unlawful 
methods for their relief, this holy apoſtle, by 
the inſtruction of the Spirit of God, has di- 
rected them to a decent and becoming beha- 
viour 


(148-7 
viour in ſuch circumſtances, a behaviour an- 
ſwerable to their profeſſion, and the juſt ex 
pectations of the Redeemer. As, 13 


1}. Not to think ſtrange or be ſurprized at 


ſuch kind of treatment *. I find one inter- 


preter thus tranſlating the words +, Do not 
alienate yourſelves from or forſake the chriſ- 
tian faith, becauſe of thoſe fiery trials you 


may undergo for it, But the moſt interpret 
according to our tranſlation, think it not 


ſtrange if you meet with ſharp and ſevere 


trials. That is, be often thinking of them, 


and looking for them before they overtake you: 
and when they are come, think them not 
ſtrange or uncommon. Think not that the 
Almighty viſits you in an extraordinary man- 
ner, that ſuch kind of ſufferings are not the 


chaſtenings of a father, nor the common 


lot of God's people. Be not offended or 
ſtumbled at any ill uſage you may meet with 
on account of your chriſtian profeſſion. Suf- 
fer not yourſelves to be ſo far ruffled or di- 
ſturbed in your minds, as to be rendred in- 
capable of acting up to your proper cha- 
raters. Such a diſcompoſure of ſpirit would 


diſcover a great deal of weakneſs, and might 
be a ſnare. | 


Let no temptations ariſing from preſent 


trials, ever incline you to lay aſide your 

profeſſion, or make ſhipwrack of a good con- 

Nv YE 13- + wi Fevigecbe. A 
ſcience, 


(14) 

ſcience, But take to yourſelves an hol 
courage, a preſence and preatneſs of l 
that is not eaſily moved or put into diſorder 
by any accidents. Show you are determined 
to meet any diſappointments, or any ſufferings 
in the way of your duty, and for the ſake of 
your Lord; and that notwithſtanding the 
frowns of the world and the reproaches of 


men, you are fully reſolved to live and dye 


chriſtians. 


2dly. It is incumbent on you not only to 
expect ſufferings, but alſo * 70 rejoyce in them. 
The apoſtle James gives the ſame advice , 


my brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into di- 


vers temptations. And ſo does our bleſſed 
Lord, ſaying, | bleſſed are ye when men fhall 


revile you, and perſecute you, and ſhall ſay all 


manner of evil againſt you, falſly,, for my 

ſake ; rejoice and be exceeding glad. So far 
ſhould you be from murmuriny ar your ſuf- 
ferings, or from quarrelling with the inſtru- 
ments of them, that you ſhould, on the con- 


trary, receive them with an hearty welcome, 
and embrace them with joy and pleaſure. 
Show chriſtians that you have no thoughts 
of flying from ſufferings, but are more for- 


ward to run and meet them, provided they 
lie in the way of your duty, 


Let thoſe who injurioufly oppreſs you, ſee 


that you are ſo far from being diſobliged or 
Ver. 13. + Jam. 1. 3. 1 Mat. 5. 11,12. 
angry, 


0.049: -} 
angry, that you rather eſteem their unjuſt re- 
proaches a kindneſs really done to you, how- 
ever intended by them; and that inſtead of 


intreating their favour, and begging of them 


to enlarge your liberties, if it was lawful, 
you would rather beſeech them to continue 


your chains, and make them ſtronger and 


heavier. ” „„ 
This I cannot but think is the proper lan- 


guage of rejoycing in ſufferings. And thus 


did the firſt chriſtians meet their ſufferings. 


When Paul. and Silas were beaten with many 


ſtripes, by the command of the Pbilippian 
magiſtrates, and after that caſt into priſon, 
and had their feet made faſt in the ſtocks “, 
how did they ſpend the night? in complain- 


ing of their wrongs? or in cenſuring the injuſ- 
tice and the barbarity of the magiſtrates? No; 


but in praying and ſinging praiſes to God : 


How did the believing Hebrews take the ſpoil- 


ing of their goods ? Did they complain and 


murmur at the wrong ? No, they took the 


loſs with joy. Mi 

| Let then an eaſy cheerful behaviour under 
reproaches and ſufferings ſhow that you are 
neither afraid of them nor impatient under 


them; that you have learned in every con- 


dition, that the wiſe providence of God ſhall 


allot to you, to be content; and that you are 


well pleaſed with your promiſed inheritance, 
notwithſtanding the croſs in the way to it. 


Acts 16.23, 4 Ver. 25. 1 Heb. 10. 34. 
| 3dly. An- 
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Zaly. Another Duty incumbent on chriſtian 
ſufferers is, to take heed that they do not 
thro' their own crimes, bring ſufferings on 
themſelves. * Let none of you ſuffer, ſays the 
text, as 4 murderer, or as a thief, or as an 
evil. doer, or as a buſy-body in other men's mat. 
ters, as a buſy inſpector and cenſor of other 
mens affairs. | 1 5 
If you who call yourſelves chriſtians will 
practiſe no other law than that of retaliation; 
an eye for an eye, and a tooth for à tooth. If, 
inſtead of bearing with patience the wrongs 
that are done unto you, and forgiving the 
authors of them, you are reſolved to reſent 
every affront, and to return railing for rail- 
ing, wounds for wounds, and reproaches for 
reproaches. And, if inſtead of minding your 
own buſineſs, and ſtudying to be quiet, 
you will needleſly ſtep out of your way, to 
inſpect and cenſure the conduct of your 
neighbours, you may raiſe thoſe confuſions 
as may at laſt end in rapine and blood - ſhed, 
and may bring thoſe penalties and miſeries 
on yourſelves, as will be no ways to your 
| honour, and which you will have no cauſe 
to rejoice in. You may meet trials enough 
as you are chriſtians, increaſe them not b 
your own faults, leſt you thereby loſe bot 
the honour and reward of ſuffering for well- 
doing. Ms ane 


* Ver. 15. + @anorpioeeTiIouonCy. 


It 
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It would be great pity, if when men de- 
oo” you of your juſt privileges you ſhould 
oft : 


e your virtue too, your patience, your 
temper and your charity. The former loſs 
may be your unhappineſs; but the latter will 
be your crime. | os js 
Let not then your reſentments of the ill 
uſage you have met with from others, hurry 
you into any meaſures that may excite them 
to abridge you yet more in your liber- 


ties, and may give them more ſpecious pte- 


tences for doing fo. Be upon your guard, 
and walk circumfpeRly in theſe evil days, in 
which many are watching for an occaſion 
to reproach both you and your profeſſion. 


See that you give them no juſt occaſion, and 


then wilt fuch reproaches be your glory. 


47hly. When trials and ſufferings meet 


good men in the way of their dury, they 


ought not to be aſhamed of them “: to ſuffer 
as an evil-doer, or a bufy-body, is a ſhame 


and a juſt reproach ; but to ſuffer as a chri- 


ſtian, is honourable and glorious. Many have 
forſaken the ways of Jefus thro' ſhame, but 


they only difcovered the weakneſs of their 


faith, and the ſandy foundation it was built 
upon. T Moſes had better learned Chriſt, 
_ when he chofe to ſuffer affliction with the 
people of God, than enjoy the pleaſures of 


; * Ver. 16. + Heb, 11. 25, 26. | 
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fin, and eſteemed reproach for him greater 


riches than the treaſures in Egypt. When the 
apoſtles were beaten by the command, and 
in the preſence of the Jewiſh Sanhedrin *, 


what did they think of that ignominious 
uſage? Were they aſhamed? + No, but they 
rejoiced that they were counted worthy to 


ſuffer ſhame for the fake of Jeſus. And what 


opinion had the 3 St. Paul of the croſs? 
He tells the Galatians 4 he gloried in it, be- 


cauſe thereby the world was crucified unto 
him, and he unto the world. And tells Ti- 


mothy ||, that he was not aſhamed of thoſe 
things which he ſuffered. And ** exhorts 
him not to be aſhamed of the teſtimony of 


the Lord, nor of him his priſoner; but to 
be a partaker of the afflictions of the goſpel. 


He that is aſhamed of reproaches and ſuf- 
ferings, ought never to think of being a chri- 


ſtian. If therefore you are reſolved to be 


the diſciples of Jeſus, expect to be diſtinguiſh'd 
by invidious and hateful names. But be not 
aſhamed of them. Wear them as marks of 
honour, and ſhow that you have learned to 
g0 chro good report and evil report, with in- 
difference, for the ſake of your great Lord 
and patron. 

It is the mark of a brave ſpirit, not to | 
dare to do an evil or baſe action. But it be- 
trays great weakneſs of mind, to be aſhamed 


* AQts5. 40. + Ver. 1 | Ch. 6. 14. | 2 Epiſ. 
of 


Ch. 1. 12. Ver. 8 


619) 


of that which is virtuous and praiſe-worthy. 


Whenever therefore you are unjuſtly reviled, 


put on the air of a virtuous boldneſs, that 


may ſhow you are conſcious of no wilful 


' crimes; and that what they call Infamous, 
you count your | et 


5thly. When you ſuffer ucts for well- 
doing, it becomes you to glorify God on this 
behalf. * The honour of God is what every 
pious man 1s heartily concern'd for; the ad- 


vancement of it being the great end, both 


of our creation and redemption. And as 
there 1s not any condition in which a man 1s 
not capable of glorifying his Maker; ſo the 


chriſtian will moſt earneſtly endeavour this 


in every ſtate; in proſperity and adverſity, 
in honour and diſhonour, in liberty and in 
bondage, in ſickneſs and in health, in all the 
various turns and changes of lite, and in his 
dying moments. 

Have you therefore been diſappointed i in 
your expectations of glorifying God in ſome 


poſts of honour, and uſeful ſervice? You are 
called upon ro glorify God in another man- 
ner, and in a more humble ſtate. Now 1s 


there a fair opportunity offered you by divine 


providence, to ſhow your virtue, your pa- 


tience, your humility and meekneſs, to ſhow 


your ſelf-denial, your mortifiedneſs to this 


world, and your charity towards thoſe that 
1 Ver. 16. 
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oppreſs you; in a word, to ſhow that you 
are chriſtians. What a great pity would it 
be, you ſhould let it flip 2 9M making 
theſe proper advantages of it. . 
Theretbre acknowledge the hand of God 
in all the hardſhips and trials you at preſent 
lie under, and humbly ſubmit to it. Remem- 
ber that afflictions ſpring up not out of the 
duſt . Neither are men to be regarded as 
the ſole authors of them. SHimei could not 
have curſed David +, nor the Jewiſh rulers 
ave crucified Jeſus t, if God had not per- 
ERS MTS ini. 
Bear your ſufferings with meekneſs and 
patience, not daring to open your mouths 
in murmurings or complaints either againſt 
God or any of his inſtruments, or in ar- 
raigning the equity of his proceedings with 
YON. . 
g But eſpecially glorify God by giving him 
thanks, that he has called you to ſuffer for 
his name's ſake, herein putting an honour 
upon you. Let others climb to the higheſt 
pinacies of worldly honour, thoſe dangerous 
{lippery places, do you ſeek glory, honour 
and lmmortaluy in a patient continuance in 
woell-doing, and glorify your Maker in your 
- preſent ſtations, by the exerciſes of meekneſs, 
gentleneſs, faith and charity, and every other 
virtue that adorns the chriſtian. 1 


b. 5.6, + 2 Sam. 16. 10. f As 4.28. 
1 ppm — | "Is 
6. An- 


Cu Þ 


6thly. Another duty recommended to chri- 


ſtians under their ſufferings is, The commit- 


ing their ſouls to God in well-doing . Your 
ſouls are of great worth, and expoſed to many 


temptations, ſnares and dangers ; and the great 
adverſary is ever ſeeking their ruin. Therefore 


the wiſeſt and ſafeſt courſe you can take un- 


der theſe afflictions, the divine providence 


throws into your lot, is to commit your ſouls 
to the Almighty's care, who only can preſerve 


them. To caſt off all anxious and diſqui- 


eting cares, and to caſt your burden upon 


the Lord, and he will ſuſtain you. Let not 


ſufferings of any kind ever draw you aſide 


from God or your duty, nor be a temp- 
tation to you, to practiſe any unlawful or 


diſhonourable methods to get rid of them, 
but wait his time for the expected deliverance. 


In committing yourſelves and your cauſe 


to men only, there may be danger and a ſnare. 
In committing yourſelves to God and his 


conduct, there can be none; for in the time 
of trouble, he will hide you in his pavillion +. 
He will ſet you upon a rock, and hide you 


from the ſtrife of the tongues J. Therefore 
let the ſhadow of the Almighty's wings be 
your refuge, until theſe calamities be over- 
paſt |. And then ſhall he cover you with 


his teathers, and under his wings may you 


Ver. 19. 1 Pi. 27. $+ TI Pf. 31. 20. Pf. 57. 1. 
5 truſt: 
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truſt: his truth ſhall be your ſhield and buck- 


In times 61 the greateſt difficulty, diſtreſs 


and danger, it is the duty, the privilege, and 


the practice of good men to live by faith +. 
Follow the example: believe that God will 
bring about your deliverance in the fitteſt 
ſeaſon, that he will ſerve the moſt excellent 


purpoſes by your reſtraints, fo long as he ſhall 


be pleaſed to continue them, and that he 
will make theſe and all other providences 
work for your good, and help forward your 
eternal ſalvation. 
But having confider'd the behaviour recom- 
mended by an inſpired apoſtle, to chriſtan ſut- 


ferers. Let us now Ex, 


III. What are the arguments by which 


he perſuades and excites to ſuch a behaviour, 
to a practice ſo becoming chriſtians, under all 
their exerciſes and trials. 


And, 


When you meet wich repr caches and 
e eig, for the ſake of Jeſus, you have 
no need to be diſcouraged, but ought to bear 


up bravely under them, 
no new or ſtrange things, but what have hap- 


+ becauſe they are 


pened to others of God's people, and what 


you had reaſon to expect, when you firſt 


gave in your names to Jeſus. 


* Pf. 91. 4: 


+ Heb. 10. 38. 


+ Ver. 12. 
How 
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How ſoon did the ſpirit of perſecution 


break in upon the new-made world? The 
ſincere, the pious Abel, fell a ſacrifice to his 
cruel haughty brother's rage, only becauſe 
his works were more righteous, and met with 


a better acceptance than his own. And the 


ſame ſpirit remained in the ſucceeding ages, 


and he that was born after the fleſh, perſe- 


cuted him that was born after the ſpirit, 
and it deſcended down to the days of the 


holy Jeſus, and falſlly accuſed, and evil intreated 


him, who was the moſt innocent, generous 
and beneficent perſon, that ever lived, and 


aſſwaged not its thirſt, till it drank deep of 


his blood. In the firſt ages of chriſtianity, 
| how did the ſame ſpirit reign with cruel ty- 


ranny, and diſplay its bloody banner, for a- 


bove three hundred years? Nor muſt we ex- 
pect its empire will ceaſe, till that glorious 


day of light and liberty take place, when all 


ſhall pay honour to the followers of the Lamb, 


and there ſhall be no more hurting or deſtroy- 


ing in all God's holy mountain. 


Seeing then reproaches and ſufferings have 


been the common lot of the people of God 
in all ages, they ſhould not ſeem “ ſtrange to 
you; but + your domeſticks and familiars, 


Which you have been looking and waiting 
for. What! are you chriſtians, and have 


not learnt to expect trials? Are not all the 
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( 24 ) 
ſons of God chaſtened by their heavenly Fa- 
ther? Are not chaſtiſements a mark of his 
love? And are we not èxpreſly told that they 
are baſtards, and not ſons whom the Lord cha- 
ſteneth not“? This then may ſerve to recon- 
cile you to ſufferings, and teach you to bear 
them with equanimiry and patience, and to 
rejoice in them, that they are common to 
all the children of God, to all that will live 
godly 1 in Chriſt Jefus. 


2dly. You ought to bear reproaches and 
ſufferings with patience, and to rejoyce in 
them, becauſe they are deſigned for your trial 
only, and not for your deſtruction 17. 

Tho men ſhould defign the weakening of 
you, and the grand adverſary your final ruin, 
by thoſe hardſhips and difficulties that are 
thrown upon you; yet God, your beſt friend, 
Ar only your trial and improvement. 

If you are infincere and hypocritical, the 
ſooner you are tried and diſcovered the better. 
Bur if you are fincere and upright, you need 
tear no trials; but ought rates"! to rejoyce in 
them, when they overtake you 7, 

The ſeed that was ſown on {tony ground, 
could not bear the trial of the ſun's beams, 
but was foon burnt up; || whilſt that which 
vas ſownon good ground, and was well rooted, 
ſprung the faſter, and brought forth the more 


.*: Heb. 12. 6,7 7,$ : + Ver. 12. 1 Jam 3. 2. 
Math. 13. 5. 6 
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fruit *. If you are true chriſtians, the trial 


of your faith will be more precious than of 


gold that periſheth, tho it be tried with fire, 


and ſhall be found unto praiſe, and honour, 


and glory, at the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt 4. 


Pure gold loſeth nothing by being tried, but 


is thereby made the brighter. So the chriſtian 


loſeth nothing, but is improved by all the 


trials he meets with. 


Why then ſhould you complain of any 


burdens or ſufferings, that at preſent lie upon 


you? They are only for your trial, and when 


they have anſwered the end for which they 


were ſent, and you have made a due im- 
provement of them, and are prepared for 
greater liberties, your difficulties ſhall be 
removed, and your liberties enlarged. And 


why ſhould you deſire them ſooner? Would 
it be for your advantage to have your burdens 


taken off before you have been humbled un- 
der them? You have not been tried enough, 


are not enough humble under the rod, have 
not got that good by it, which might have 
been expected; otherwiſe, it had been before 
this removed. Your impatience and angry 


_ reſentment of the wrongs you ſuffer, ſhew 
that there are corruptions in you till, that 
need to be purged out, and that an humble 
ſtate is molt certainly the ſafeſt and beſt for 
you. 


Ver. 8. + Ch. 1. v. 7. of this Epiſtle. 
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| 3% Such a patient ſubmiſſion to reproaches 
and ſufferings, is greatly becoming you as 
chriſtians, Mann as you are thereby par- 
takers of Chriſt's ſufferings “. . 
The ſufferings that good men meet with 
for the ſake of Chriſt, may be called the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, as he ſuffers in his mem- 
bers, having a ſympathy and fellow-feeling 
with them in all their afflictions and trials, as 
he told Saul, when breathing out threatnings 
and ſlaughter againſt his diſciples, and hale- 
ing them to priſon; Saul, Saul, why perſe- 
cuteſt thou me ? Or, 5 
Good men may be ſaid to be partakers of 
the ſuffer ings of Chriſt, when they ſuffer in 
like manner as he did, wrongfully, with meek- 
neſs and patience. res HS imm 
And in which ſoever of theſe two ſenſes. 
we take the words, there is great force in 
them to excite to a proper 1 under 
ſufferings. Can you deſire a greater honour 
than to bear part of the ſufferings of your 
Lord? Had you accompany'd him when go- 
ing to Calvary, and had ſeen him ſweating, 
groaning, and ready to faint under the weight 
of his croſs, Would you not have pitied 
him and ſympathiſed with him? Would you 
not have offered to bear it for him; at leaſt 
to have put your ſhoulder under the heavier 


N . 
end 


of this epiſtle. 


ES; 20 


end of it? What the Cyrenian was compelled 
to do *, would not you have done freely and 


cheerfully, and out of love to your Lord? 
And is he now perſecuted and afflicted in his 
members? And will you grudge to bear part 
of the ſuffering, and to put your ſhoulder to 
the burden ? „ 


Or, when thoſe ſufferings overtake you, 


which you cannot eſcape without making 


ſhipwrack of faith and a good conſcience ; 


is there no force in the example of Jeſus, to 


make you bear your trials with a brave . 


with patience and fortitude, neither grudging 


at them, nor ſinking under them? This was 


the high ambition of the great apoſtle, an 
ambition worthy of a chriſtian, and what he 
conſtantly aſpired after, that he might know 
Chriſt and the power of his reſurrection, and 
the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, being made 


conformable to his death . Is it not virtue 


in ſoldiers, and a brave ambition to follow 


their general and imitate his valour, his mag- 
nanimity, and contempt of dangers? And 
ſhall not chriſtians ſtrive to be like their head, 
their leader, the great captain of their ſal- 


vation? who when he was reviled, reviled not 
again; when he ſuffered, he threatned not ; 


but committed himſelf to him that judgeth 
ou : 


* Luke 23. 26. ＋ Phil. 3. 10. ; t Ch. 2.V. 23. 


D2 4thly. This 
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4thly. This alſo, one would think, might 
be of ſome weight, to make you bear ſuffer- 
ings with patience and joy, which is added in 
the ſame verſe, That when the glory of Chriſt 


ſhall be revealed, you ſhall be glad alſo with 


exceeding joy. 

Whether we underſtand the revealing of 
Chriſt's glory, of ſome more glorious goſpel 
light, and liberty, and power yet to come; or 
of his coming in glory to judge the world in 


the laſt great day of it; we are told, that all his 


faithful followers ſhall then be filled with a 


great and ſurprizing joy, a pure unmixed joy, 


and that a ſuitable behaviour under ſufferings 


now, will greatly promote and advance that joy. 


If you are now aſhamed of Jeſus, or of 


his ways, or of his worſhip, or of his p 
ple, or of his croſs; or if you refuſe to ſub- 


mit to thoſe trials he may throw into your 
lot, but you grow angry and ſullen, and 


are diſpoſed to quarrel with his providence, 


or with the inſtruments of it, and loſe your 
patience and the peace of your minds, you 
will have great reaſon to bluſh and be a- 


ſhamed, when Jeſus ſhall come again in glory 
to reward every one according to their works, 


But if, on the contrary, you own Jeſus for 
our Lord, walk in his ways, keep cloſe to 
his pure inſtitutions, and join yourſelves to his 


o. 


people, and take up his croſs and follow him 


to whatever ſervices or ſufferings he ſhall lead 
you ; 


you; if inſtead of murmuring at, or being 
aſhamed of, ſufferings for his name's ſake, you 
are patient under them, and glory in them, 
there will come a day, when Jeſus ſhall come 
again with power and majeſty to be glorified 

in his ſaints, and admired in them that be- 
lieve in him, and when you ſhall rejoice with 
joy unſpeakable and full of glory. And will 
not this be a ſufficient recompence for any 
preſent ſorrow or heavineſs that may come 
upon you, thro' divers temptations.? Will not 
the proſpect of that great day's approach, and 
the joy, and the glory of it, bear you up un- 
der, and make you ſet light by, any diſ- 
| honourable marks of diſtinction, any reproaches 
or injuries thrown upon you by men ? Let this 
argument have its due weight with you, and, 
J am perſuaded, it will excite you to a be- 
coming behaviour under ſufferings. 


\ 5thly. If you are reproached for the name 
of Chrift you are happy in that the Spirit 
of glory and of God reſteth on you *. The 
Spirit of glory and of God; i. e. the glo- 
rious Spirit of God, (according to the Syriacꝶ) 
which is given to good men, to bear them up 
under ſufferings, and carry them thro' with 
| patience, faith, and an holy courage; and is 
not only glorious in himſelf, but puts a 
glory upon thoſe he dwells with, cauſing them 
to ſhine before men, by a courſe of virtuous 
Ver, 14; 


and 
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and holy actions, and conducting them to 
future glory and happineſs. 

If therefore you are patient under ſuffer- 
ings, and rejoice in them, you will not only 
make it appear, that you are acted and in- 
fluenced by the divine Spirit; but will by that 
means alſo engage his ſtay with you. He is 
a Spirit of love, and peace, and joy, but is 
diſpleaſed with anger, wrath, and malice, and 
the other boiſtrous paſſions. The fruits which 
he brings forth in men's hearts and lives, be- 
ing goodneſs, righteouſneſs and truth *, | 
There is a becoming beauty and glory in 
the faith, the meekneſs, the patience and 
charity, and the other graces of the chriſtian. 
A religious life carries a luſtre with it, ſuch 
as has ſometimes remarkably over-aw'd the 
rude deſigns of ungodly men, and has reſtrain- 
ed them from commiting their intended wick- 
edneſs in the preſence of ſuch as have been 
ſtrictly virtuous and pious. Our apoſtle + 
exhorts the chriſtian women of his day, to 
be adorned with the ornament of a meek and 
quiet ſpirit, which is, in the ſight of God, of 
great price. The ſeveral graces of meekneſs, 
patience and love, which the Spirit of God 
works where he dwells, will be a greater ho- 
nour, and ornament, and glory to you, than 
any honours you may now court, or men can 
confer. 
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Whilſt others therefore are ſeeking places 
of profit and honour, do you endeavour af- 
ter a Chriſtian temper and ſpirit, which will 
be your greateſt glory; ornaments far excel- 
ling the ſcarlet gown, or chain of gold, and 
all the other regalia, and enſigns of power 
and authority, belonging to magiſtrates or 


ſoveraign princes. 


thy. The fame verſe mentions another 
reaſon, why chriſtians ſhould bear their ſuf- 
ferings with patience, and behave well under 
them; becauſe the Spirit of God is hereby 
_ glorified. At the 16th verſe he commends 

it to the ſuffering chriſtian as his duty, That 
he glorify God on this behalf. Here, at the 
14th verſe, he maketh uſe of this as a motive, 
to enforce a patient ſubmiſſion to ſufferings, 
that the Spirit of God is hereby glorified. 
He it is that your enemies ſpeak evil of, when 
they reproach you for following his ſacred 
ſuggeſtions, and ſpeaking to you by your 
conſciences; when they ſpeak evil of that 
way of his in which you walk, and when 
they reproach and perſecute you who are his 


living temples, and deride thoſe hopes, and 


Joys, and ſtrong conſolations, which he giveth 
to thoſe that obey him. 


But when you bear up under all your ſuf- 
ferings, thro' his divine ſupports, when you 
are taught by his ſacred influences, to rejoice 
in them, when you bring forth the fruits 2 
| Meek 
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meekneſs, patience, righteouſneſs and love, 
under all your difficulties and oppreſſions, and 
when you are aſſiſted and encouraged by them 
to wait for your rewards and honours, till 
after death, you hereby not only give proof 
of your being under an higher influence 
than that of your own ſpirits, but you ho- 
nour and bring glory to that holy Spirit that 
dwelleth in you, and directs and governs all 
your religious motions. His grace becomes 
viſible in you, in the noble and excellent 
fruits and effects which it brings forth; effects 
ſuitable to a divine author, and worthy of the 
Spirit of God. For that which is born of the 
fleſh, is 2 5 but that which is born of the Spi- 
rit, is Spirit *, And they who are after the 

fleſh, do mind the things f the fleſh + ; they 
| ſeek and purſue only ſenſual pleaſures, or 
worldly honours and wealth: but they who 
are after the Spirit, i. e. acted and influenc'd 
by the Spirit of God, mind the things of the 
Spirit; are ſpiritual and heavenly in their de- 
fires, in their aims, and ends, and purſuits, 
and plainly diſcover, that all their works are 
wrought in God, and inſpired by the divinity. 
Therefore by the exerciſe of patience, meek- 
neſs, faith and love, and the other graces that 
adorn the Chriſtian, you may more glorify 
God, advance the honour of the Saviour, 
and pleaſe the Holy Spirit, than by any deſigned 


John z. 6. + Rom. 8. 5 5 
8 ſer- 
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ſervices in any high poſts of honour, were 
you exalted to them. ; | 
| 0 3 = 
_ 7thly. Another argument may be taken from 
the 17th verſe, which may be thus read; e 
time 1s commg when judgment may begin 
at the houſe of God. By judgment, under- 
ſtand ſome ſevere afflictions deſigned for the 
trial of God's people, and which were com- 
ing upon them. And he intimates in the 
next verſe, that the trial would be ſo great, 
that none but fincere and upright perſons 
would be able to ſtand them, and that even 
they could not perſevere without great dit- 
_ ficulty. 15 =: TEE 
My brethren, you labour under ſome bur- 
dens and difficulties at preſent; and complain, 
perhaps too loudly, of wrongs and injuries. 
If you do not bear your injuries with patience, 
but diſhonour your profeſſion by impatient 
clamours and unruly paſſions, God may bring 
other ſeverer judgments upon you for your 
trial, when you may not have thoſe oppor- 
tunities for the manifeſting your moderation, 
meekneſs and charity, that now you have; 
and when there may be a great many more 
ſnares and offences caſt in your way, and ſuch 
as may make the work of your falvation 
much more difficult and dangerous than now 
It 18. e. | 
Your. fathers ſuffered much greater trials, 
ſuch as fines, the confiſcation of their goods, 

| E an 


(34) 
and impriſonment for their nonconformity. 
And are you worthy of the honour of being 
deſcended ,from hank, if you are impatient 
and murmuritg under much leſſer burdens ? 
You ſay theſe burdens are unjuſtly laid upon 
you by men, and therefore think you have a 
right to complain. But is not the hand of 
God in this diſpenſation? Is it not by his 
permiſſion that all this is laid upon you? 
And will you dare to ſay that your ſufferings, 
as coming from his hand, are undeſerved and 
unrighteous? If therefore you refuſe or neg- 
lect to make a proper uſe of 1 trials; 
you may juſtly look for ſome ſeveret diſpen- 
ſation and judgment to begin with you, to try 
you more thoroughly until it have purged 
away all your droſs, and brought you to 
ſuch a meek, humble, ſuffering temper of 
mind, as the goſpel requires, and recommends 
to all that profeſs it. And pray remember it, 
thoſe judgments will lie much heavier upon 
you, which you bring — een O99 by 
Your own criminal conduct. 
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dt hly, The laſt verſe affords another reaſon 
for a patient ſubmiſſion to afflictive trials in 
general, and for the commiting your fouls 3 | 
God's keeping in particular, viz, Becauſe he 
16 4 faithful Creator, As your great Creator, 
he knows your frame, your weakneſſes, temp- 
rations and diſcouragements; he knows the 
malice and ſubtlety of pie great enemy. and 

knows 


1 

| knows how to furniſh you with ſuitable ſup- 
ports. And as a faithful God he will be 
juſt and true to his promiſes, and lay no 
more upon you than fe will enable you to 
bear, but will with every temptation and 
in every trial find out a way for your e- 
ſcaping. If you caſt yourſelves upon him 
he will ſuſtain you ; will make all your trials 
work for good ; produce the peaceable fruits 
of righteouſneſs at preſent, and to work out 
for you hereafter, a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory. | 
. To conclude, THE DISPUTE IS NOW 
FINALLY ADJUSTED, the providence of 
God hath determined, that this is not the 
proper time for the taking off your fetters, 
and enlatging your liberties. And altho this 
be no excuſe, no leflening of the guilt of 
thoſe that continue your oppreſſions, yet 
it ſhould be a reaſon with you, patiently to 
ſubmit and acquieſce in the divine determina- 


tion. The God whom you ſerve, is pleaſed 


you ſhould yet bear your teſtimony to his 
truth, and to his cauſe, in the face of re- 
proaches and oppoſition. And he has wiſe 
deſigns to ſerve by your preſent trials; when 
they have anſwered the end of his holy and 
wiſe providence pep {hall be removed. But 

until you are brought to an Humble ſuffering _ 
temper of mind, and are in ſome good mea- 

ſure mortified to the world, to the profits, plea- 

ſures and honours of it; ſuch enlarged * 
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i pocfrinents, would be hires (ad might 
endanger your ſalvation. | When you 1 are pre 
| pared by meekneſs, ſelf-denial, and humility 
for worldly honours and advantages, you ſhall, 
- he the over-ruling providence ' of God, be 
advanced to them: And if you hope for ſuch 
a ſeaſon to come, it may, Fan haps, be better 
to ſolicit God than men. ' He bas che hearts 
.6f all men in his hand, and can turn them 
46 he pleaſsth; and if your ways pleaſe him, 
Be. can make your enemies to be at peace 
with you. He who hath the reſidue of the 
Spifit, can enlighten men to ſee the juſtneſs 
anch equity of your claim, and the diſhonour 
the Redeainery cauſe ſuffers: by thoſe things 
you complain of, and wiſh to Have 3 
Im the mean time ſhewthar you. are Chriſtians, 
that you have learnt of your: great Lord, 69 
be meek and Patient, and eſpecially to for- 
give and pray for thoſe that injure and 5 6 
Ia you. And join heartily with them 
3 may be for ' the nation's good, and 
you both La Ae ane Feb Walt for 
God falyation. * _ 
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